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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today is December 29, 

2001. The time is 1320 hours. This is Battalion 

Chief Ronald Kemly of the Fire Department of the 

City of New York. I'm conducting an interview 

with Firefighter first grade Ricardo Rodriguez of 

Ladder 58 of the City of New York Fire 

Department. The interview is taking place in the 

quarters of Ladder 58 in Battalion 18's office 

regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Fireman Rodriguez could you tell me what 
happened to you on September 11? 

A. All right. We initially got the call here to 
respond and relocate over to quarters of Ladder 20. We 
arrived there. We were there probably a half an hour 
or so. Second plane hit. Tower came down, second 
fifth alarm was given. We were told to respond down to 
respond down to I believe somewhere around Church 
Avenue and -- Church Street. Building somewhere down 
there. There was a report of a woman trapped. We were 
slightly delayed because members that had come back 
from Ladder 20 were piling on to the rig with their 
equipment. We had about 15 guys strapped on to the 
outside of the rig. We headed down there. We went 


down -- we worked our way to West Broadway. Headed 


R. RODRIGUEZ 


straight down West Broadway. We got to West Broadway 
and Liberty. That's where we stopped the rig, 
Lieutenant Scotto decided it was safer to just stop the 
rig and not get any closer than that, which I don't 
think we could have, because there were girders in the 
street going down Liberty. 

As soon as we stopped the rigs, guys got off 
the rig. I was probably the last one. I was sitting 
behind the chauffeur. I was probably the last one 
getting off the rig. When I got off the rig I could 
see the chauffeur -- I heard the chauffeur yell 
something. He was running up Liberty Street. I 
turned, I could hear a rumble, I turned and all I saw 
was this huge black cloud, 50 story black cloud coming 
at us. Only thing I could think of was to duck. It 
hit us. We were choking for a while till I was able to 
clear my mask and put it on. We had 3 civilians near 
us that were choking. We tried to give them air as 
well. 

Once it cleared some, guys came back -- some 
of the guys that ran -- there was a man in one of the 
buildings that opened the lobby door and yelled to the 
guys to run in. They went there. Well, as they got 


back together we got everyone -- make sure everyone was 
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safe, got together, we grabbed every tool we had and we 
proceeded down Liberty Street. We went down Liberty 
Street, as far as 10-10's quarters. Because of the 
debris field we couldn't go any further than that. We 
went through their quarters, came out the back of their 
quarters, headed south about another block or so and 
made our way over to West Street. 

At that point I would say it was like 
midnight all through this time. By the time we hit 
West Street, we started working our way up West Street 
towards the towers. That's when it started to clear 
and you started to see a little bit of daylight. 

We got to that point there and we were 
probably under the walkway. At that point we just went 
into the pile. There was a Chief up there giving out 
orders, whatever, but the radio was a mess, with all 
the Maydays and everything else. The only person I 
could recognize up there up on the pile was Ralph Tiso, 
Captain Tiso from rescue. He was searching around up 
there and found, I think it was some members trapped on 
the other side of the other pile. At that point the 
Chief yelled to everyone help stretch a line, we 
stretched the line. We operated a line to get those 


members back across. 
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After that it was just basically searching 
around. I really don't remember much more than that, 
taking a break around 2 in the afternoon. Then going 
back later that day. We were told to get our rig, 
because number 4 was totally involved and so we went, 
made our way back to Liberty and Church. The rig was 
gone. So we eventually wandered around until we 
finally found the rig on Vesey and Church. I think 
Ladder 120 was setting it up at the time. 

We took the rig back over at that time and 
then some Chief came up and said he wanted the rig out 
of there because what was it, 6, number 6 building was 
going to come down. So we ended up pulling the rig up 
another block or so. Eventually he ordered everyone 
over by City Hall. 

That was it. 

Q. When you went into that hallway, the guy 
pulled you in? 

A. I was by the rig. I never had a chance to 
leave the rig. About 3 or four of us that was stuck 
right by the rig. There was no chance. 

Q. Did some of your company go down that hallway 
or was that the guys from 20? 


A. The chauffeur, William Smith and I think 
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there might have been a couple of guys with him that 
went into that building, I'm not sure. Like I said it 
was -- I just remember myself, Matt Hagan being right 
opposite, because he had the jump seat next to me so he 
was right alongside me in the rig. There were 3 
Civilians that were standing up in the street gawking 
when we pulled up. So they got hit there. 

Q. When you went through 10 and 10's quarters, 


you said you went through their quarters? 


A. Yes. 
Q. Did you see anybody in there? 
A. There was someone in there that came out to 


us and said listen, you guys can make your way through 
here. I can't remember who it was. So we went that 
way. We went through there. Because we were going to 
attempt to try to start climbing up above. He said no, 
you are not going to get through there, come through 
here. We worked our way back through the back of 
10-10's quarters. 

Q. Anything else you can add or is that it? 

A. No, that's it. Like I said, after City Hall, 
after that, after number 6 fell, later on we were 
called to set up the rig over on -- I forgot what 


street. 
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Q. Vesey and West you said before? 

A. That's where it was initially, but we had to 
move it down another block and then down a block so we 
could hit what was going on in 6. 

Q. When you heard the Maydays, could you 
identify anybody that was giving them, did you hear at 
all? 

A. No, not at all. The only one I remember was 
the voice of one guy saying he was choking, he couldn't 
breathe. 

Q. But he didn't identify himself? 

A. There was just so much going on on the radio, 
so much traffic, between Maydays and the urgents. 

Q. Captain Tiso, that was the Captain in Rescue 


3, you said Rescue. I just wanted to make sure it was 


Rescue 3. 
A. Right. 
Q. That was towards West and Liberty when you 


were under that walkway? 
A. West and Liberty, yes. 
Q. You don't remember the Chief? 
A. No, I don't remember the Chief. 
BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Okay, anything else, 
otherwise the interview is concluded. Okay, 


thanks for your time. 


